
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

In opposition 

I think that the Bill is gratuitous - it arises neither from a manifesto commitment nor 
from any widespread public concern.  It may be that there is no great public 
opposition to it, but I believe that if enacted it will have a corrosive effect on the 
institution of marriage. 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

In opposition 

It is unnecessary from a statutory point of view - as I understand it, all the legal 
protections associated with marriage are already afforded to same-sex couples 
through the civil partnership legislation.    It is an affront to the dictionary definition of 
marriage, which is a sexual union between a man and a woman - for the purpose of 
mutual support and the rearing of children.      I understand that what is proposed is 
not even "equal" marriage, in that in heterosexual marriage unfaithfulness will remain 
a ground for divorce, but not in same-sex marriage. 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 

How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 



Churches - I understand that cases against churches unwilling to celebrate same-
sex marriage may end up in the European Court of Human Rights, with the risk that 
the protection afforded by the Bill could be overruled.    Officials - in particular 
chaplains, teachers and registrars, but possibly going wider - who have scruples 
about same-sex marriage could be dismissed.  Even ordinary employees expressing 
views on the matter could be at risk, if their management has adopted an "equality" 
policy.    Parents may well be concerned about the teaching given to children in sex 
education lessons, and about their ability to withdraw them if same-sex marriage is 
being assumed or approved of. 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

Are you responding as... 
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